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BY RAYMOND R. COFFEY
" Daily News Forcxgn Service

BUON KO TAM South

* Viet Nam — There are “too
,..many Vietnamese here- now,”.

the - young Rahde tribesman '

- said. “There is not enough

room to bury them.”
* “We liké the whiteskins,”
one of the hamlet elders

added, reéferring to’ the Amer--
“icans and other Caucasians. |

" These were montagnards

talking, the semi - primitive

people who occupy the central .

.. highlands ‘of Viet Nam. Many
“of the men Wwear only breech-
- clouts’ and they are still han-
- dier with crude crossbows and’
" poisoned arrows than with
" guns.

Many of the women go -

. about naked to the waist and

it is not too unusual to see one

- of them.'suckling a -child at,
. one breast and a piglet at the '
.- other. ; They - drink fearsome

amounts .of .. rice. wxne, and
fresh: ammal’s blood. is Tou-.

-tmely served on .ceremomal

occasions., ;. . .

(;‘ .

BUT FOR ALL: their_primi< singly involved. -
. itiveness the montagnards pre-
" sent one of the serious. prob-

lems jnvolved in ‘br inging

. peace’ and political stablhty to.

South Viet:Nam. ‘v :

It is“a problem’ somewhat;
similar ‘to that of the - -Ameris".
" can Indian in the days of the'-
- westward. expansion and thc .
) slaughter of the buffalos It is .

P

also a problem_'m which the'

«

N

Amencans here fxnd them-
-selves somet:mes embarras-

This hamlet just outmde
Ban Me Thuot in Darlac prov-".
ince is home for about 800..
men, women and children of
the Rahde tribe, .probably the
most - cmhzcd -of " the. -more -
than "a. -dozen montagnard
tribes, ;¥ * :

- Like - almost

. all montag-

nards the Rahde have no use.

for the > Vxetnamese ‘e ven,

" would’ develop - farms

Montagnard mother and child: To the Vxetnnmese they are’’
) less than second-class citizens, .

.

though they are ,\parf of the
same country

UNTIL several years ago
-there wcre almost no Viet-
- namese “around here. Then
President Ngo Dinh Diem,
- slain in the bloody November,

11963; .coup, launched a pro- .-

‘gram’ to" “colonize” the "high-
lands - with- Vxetnamesc who
‘and -
- plantations \irt - “Jand- develop-
‘ment centers.” . ;-

- The montagnards, who have

S ;.

f i mie

lxved in the region for centur-
ies, considered the Vietnamese
intruders and they' still do.
And the Vietnamese generally'
" have treated the Montagnards '
,as something less than second-{
‘class citizens. Ly

“The results have been prc-!
dictable. Not  only does the'
government have great diffi- }
culty in winning the montag—"’

nards’ loyalty and getting!

them to participate sxgmfxcant-; .

ly in the war effort but it also:
has found -itself faced thh-
. montagnard rebellions. . .a

An ‘organization called'
- FULRO,. standing for, m’x
French, United Front to le-
- erate the Oppressed. Raccs,,
staged - minor rebellions;
against the, governmcnt lash
‘year and ‘'again a few weeks
ago. The government’s re-
sponse  was. to descnbez
" FULRO as Communit - m-’

. spired and to crack down\

*, hard. .)

‘BUT NOT ALL Americans
. here see it that way. In fact!
" the rebellions brought consid-;
erable ~ embarrassment. UsS.
. Special Forces had had good

success in organizing montag-- .

‘nards to fight the . Viet Cong:
only to find some of the same ,
montagnards,” armed with’
American weapons, involved -
in antigovernment rebellions, ..
It is konown that former:
Gen. Edwin Lansdale, the"
.sometime Central Intelhgcncex
.Agency operatiVe and counter- |
insurgency expert who is now

. “here~as . special assistant - to‘

"Ambassador Henrv ‘Cah
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. Lodge, fecls very strongly that .exanlpie;

I
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‘ .

we a'nd! the two

Ll

the cellmg hung a collecuon

* montagnafds must get a better ‘American Army officers es of spears and crosshows,

‘break from the Vietnamese-
government.,

. The sccond-class ' treatmen't
»now - accorded , montagnards,
- Lansdale is rehably reported to .
! feel, allows Communists 1o~
gain strength in’ the central -
» highlands. :

PRIME Mlmster Ky~ h

corting 'us were ushered with
" great ceremony into tlie house "
-occupied by the hamlet elder,
his son and. his’ grandson and’
', their families’ along’, wnfh as- -
“sorted: other, relatives.".

“The house - was built of

'thatch and bamboo, -elevated

,talked a lot about there bemg ‘on- stilts, and more than 200

‘total about 1,000,000 persons | 8

o S

L, They much prefer Americ:
:cans, and, despite the crack-’
_down, theré¢ is still FULRO

. nards

"namese and they have many'r
‘winning characteristics, '

_kill you with kindness and hos-

-pitality if they count you a

; fncnd. |
Here in Buon Ko Tam. for Ve

‘l
e Al

‘no sccond-class citizens in Viet :

;Nam—and some new oppor- -

“tunities in military and other
;jobs have been opened to
montagnards . :

But .the fact remains tha{
thc montagnards, a significant
‘ethnic minority estimated to

in the sparscly populated high-
lands, are still far ‘from sold’
: on the Vietnamese.

.talk of an independent repub-
“lic for the hnghland montag-.

THE MO'\ITAGNARDS are
darker skinned’ than the Viet-’

They
arc not particularly industrious,
but they have a strong sense
of family and they can almost

T
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feet long. e ‘
Inside the-air ‘was thick w1th,
smoke - from a” dozen .small’
-cooking 'fires,” the* walls were
. lined w:th "benches- and huge
crocks of rice ‘wine,. and at

"one end of the comniunal. livs .
ing room hung a"massive cask-

shaped ceremonial. drum, From

e b wapeiti o Fifs - adbe FNITON
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PROMPTLY at 9 am. ev-
eryone dropped everything and
uncovered a crock of wine.
.Each of the guests and all the

important tribesmen present
had to take several turns suck-
ing the wine through a long
curved eed Jammed into, the-
crock.

Then there was a meal. of

.Tice, sweet corn, squash. tea

and a plum-like fruit. " They -
would be greatly ‘offer- -t if

their- friends" d|d not eat and

drink with th- ;

LiWe are not hke the Vlct-
namese,” one man said: ."'With®

'Vletnamese ynu mmt DY tox

ket

ey

RV

everythmg——Rahdc gnve evcry—

‘ﬂ,mg . e

. battalion of Vietnamese™ whe

. .Forces sergeant "id.

[
MANY Amencans also'
think the mcatagnards often
make better soldiers than the
Vietnamese.
“It takes only one compan'
of Rahde to rescue a whol

it's getting clobbered - by th
Viet Cong, a U.S. Specia

The clannish mstnnc& of th !

“'montagnards don't help the sif- |

uation any. But if thev re ever’
.going to’ make it as’'a natio o
‘the Vietnamese are. gomg 01

have to pay morc"dttention [to

the minority ' they still too fe']
ten refer to privately as Ve
ages. '-:.'“_"j-;‘ Y, »;.‘(
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